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Being supposed to preside over the whole class. This
step in generalization is slowly made, with hesitation
and eveii terror; as we still see in the case of ignorant
populations with what difficulty experience disabuses-
them of belief in the supernatural powers and terrible
resentment of a particular idol. Chiefly by these
terrors the religious impressions of barbarians are kept
alive, with only slight modifications, until the Theism
of cultivated minds is ready to take their place. And
the Theism of cultivated minds, if we take their own
word for it, is always a conclusion either from argu-
ments called rational, or from the appearances in
Nature.

It is needless here to dwell upon the difficulty of
the hypothesis of a natural belief not common to all
human beings/an instinct not universal. It is con-
ceivable, doubtless, that some men might be born
without a particular natural faculty, as some are born
without a particular sense. But when this is the
case we ought to be much more particular as to the
proof that it really is a natural faculty. If it were
not a matter of observation but of speculation thai?
men can see; if they had no apparent organ of sight,
and no perceptions or knowledge but such as they
might conceivably have acquired by some circuitous
process through their other senses, the fact that men
exist who do not even suppose themselves to see,
would be a considerable argument against the theory